Town of Edmonston
 Town Council Regular Session Minutes
Wednesday, September 16, 2015

1. Call to Order: 
The meeting was called to order by Mayor Gant @ 7:13 pm. In attendance: Council Members: Pooley, Bennett-White, Town Administrator Rod Barnes, Town Clerk Michelle Rodriguez, Police Chief Stephen Walker and Town Attorney Suellen Ferguson.  
Council member Johnson – Excused
Council member, Layne-Bee arrived at 8:00 p.m.

The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Mayor Gant.

a. The approval of the agenda was presented for consideration. Council Member Pooley moved to approve the agenda as presented.  
Vote: 	Ayes:  		Pooley, Bennett-White, and Gant.
Nay: 		None	
Motion carried. 
2. Public Comments: 
a. There were no public comments. 

3. Public Hearing:
a. There were no public hearings.

4. Legislative Actions:
a.  There were no legislative actions.

5. Unfinished Business
a.  There was no unfinished business.

6.  New Business: 

a. The consideration of the Town Council minutes from the regular meeting on July 22, 2015 were presented for consideration.
i. Council Member Bennett White moved to approve the minutes from the July 22nd meeting as presented, seconded by Council Member Pooley.  
Vote: 	Ayes:  		Pooley, Bennett-White, and Gant.
Nay: 		None
Motion carried.

b. The consideration of the Town Council minutes from the Regular Council Meeting on August 12, 2015 were presented for consideration.
i. Council Member Pooley moved to approve the minutes from the August 12 meeting as presented, seconded by Council Member Bennett-White.  
Vote: 	Ayes:  		Pooley, Bennett-White, and Gant.
Nay: 		None
Motion carried.


c. The consideration of acceptance of the July check register and the August check register were presented for consideration. 
i. Council Member Pooley moved to approve the check registers from July and August, seconded by Council Member Bennett-White.  
Vote: 	Ayes:  		Pooley, Bennett-White, and Gant.
Nay: 		None
Motion carried.

d. The consideration of a proclamation declaring November 1, 2015 as “Extra Mile Day” in Edmonston was presented.
i. Council Member Pooley moved to proclaim November 1, 2015 as Extra Mile Day, seconded by Council Member Bennett-White.  
Vote: 	Ayes:  		Pooley, Bennett-White, and Gant.
Nay: 		None
Motion carried.

e. Police and Code Enforcement Report for July and August.
i.  Chief Walker distributed the Police and Code Enforcement reports for the months of July and August.
· Council member Bennett-White inquired about switching the parking permit stickers that are placed outside of cars, to the inside; due to the fact that weather does damage them and she has gotten complaints.
· Chief Walker mentioned that he has not received any complaints, and that the current stickers have been working. In the event that it does get damaged residents can come to the station to get replaced. 

ii. Port Towns Day on September 19th

iii. The report by the Police Chief on the survey of the parking signs in the Town was presented to the Mayor and Council.
a. Chief Walker explained how the survey was taken and the findings mentioned on the report submitted by Capt. Sullivan.
a. Council Member Pooley inquired if we have the missing signs in our inventory?
i. Chief Walker replied that we have some, some can be modified with reflective tape and others must be ordered.
b. Town Administrator Barnes asked Town Attorney Ferguson what can be done to repeal old ordinances where parking regulations were established that cannot be found. 
i. Ferguson relied that best solution is to create a new list of streets with defined areas of parking restrictions and by means of a resolution. Areas must be identified either by signs or painted on the curb. 
c. Mayor Gant mentioned that there are some areas where parking was restricted for some time, but now is not necessary.  For example on Crittenden near the farm. 
d. Council member Bennett- White appreciated the work of Capt. Sullivan in putting the report together. 

f. The consideration of the selection of  Police Officer Young as our outstanding employee and Edmonston Resident, Hilary Chester as our outstanding volunteer from Edmonston for Port Towns Day recognition.
i. Council Member Pooley moved to select Young and Chester as Edmonston’s outstanding volunteers at Port Towns Day, seconded by Council Member Bennett- White.  
Vote: 	Ayes:  		Pooley, Bennett-White, and Gant.
Nay: 		None
Motion carried.

g. A request by the Hamilton Street neighborhood was presented to close Hamilton Street between 46th Avenue and Lafayette Avenue for a neighborhood block party on October 3rd. was requested
i. Council Member Pooley moved to close the necessary streets for the block party, seconded by Council Member Bennett-White.  
Vote: 	Ayes:  		Pooley, Bennett-White, and Gant.
Nay: 		None
Motion carried.

h. The consideration of declaring the property located at 4606 Hamilton as blighted and substandard and direct the staff to begin demolition proceedings was presented.
· Town Attorney Ferguson inquired about the process that the Town has taken in order to reach such determination.  
· Chief Walker informed the Council that the Town mirrors the county process, notifications have been mailed, signs have been posted and citations issued.  He mentioned that the property is dangerous and has postings on the door. 
· Council Member Bennett-White mentioned that the grass on the front lawn is cut by a relative of the owner that lives next door.

i. Council Member Pooley moved to declare the property on 4606 Hamilton as blighted and unfit for human habitation, seconded by Council Member Bennett- White, seconded by Council Member Pooley.  
Vote: 	Ayes:  		Pooley, Bennett-White, and Gant.
Abstained:	Layne-Bee
Nay: 		None
Motion carried.

i.  The consideration of approval to pay Marcus Bonsib, LLC $1,215.00 for legal services related to the defense of the Police Chief against charges filed by Corporal Ploof.
i. Council Member Pooley moved to pay the bill for legal services, seconded by Council Member Bennett-White.  
Vote:	Ayes:  		Pooley, Bennett-White, Layne Bee and Gant.
Nay: 		None
Motion carried.

j. The consideration of designating one space in front of Deena Muffley’s house at 5006 Crittenden as a handicap parking stall.
i. Council Member Pooley moved to declare handicap parking at 5006 Crittenden, seconded by Council Member Bennett-White.  
Vote: 	Ayes:  		Pooley, Bennett-White, Layne Bee and Gant.
Nay: 		None
Motion carried.

k. The consideration of award of bid for the annual landscaping contract to the low bidder, Professional Lawn Maintenance Services, LLC, 4218 Nicholson, Hyattsville, MD in the amount of $14,010.
i. Council Member Bennett-White moved to approve the landscape contract and authorize the Mayor to sign the contract, seconded by Council Member Pooley.  
Vote: 	Ayes:  		Pooley, Bennett-White, Layne Bee and Gant.
Nay: 		None
Motion carried.

l. The authorization to request proposals for sanitation services and set a bid date of November 6, 2015 at 11:00 a.m. to receive the proposals.
i. Council Member Pooley moved to request proposals for sanitation services, due on November 6, 2015, seconded by Council Member Bennett-White.  
Vote: 	Ayes:  		Pooley, Bennett-White, Layne-Bee and Gant.
Nay: 		None
Motion carried.

m. The consideration of award of bid to Ecosystem Services, LLC, Charlottesville, VA for the design concept for the Crittenden Green Street at a proposed cost of $12,875.00.  (CBT Grant Funds are paying for this - $15,000) 
i. Council Member Pooley moved to accept the award, seconded by Council Member Bennett-White.  
Vote: 	Ayes:  		Pooley, Bennett-White, Layne-Bee and Gant.
Nay: 		None
Motion carried.

n. The consideration of the acceptance of an Institute for Public Health Innovation HEAL Cities and Towns Small Grant in the amount of $5,000 for the purpose of providing rebates to residents for fruit trees and containers to grow vegetables.
· Council member Layne Bee inquired if council can participate in the program 
· Town Attorney Ferguson indicated that as long as the program was open to all residents they could.
i. Council Member Pooley moved to accept the HEAL grant in the amount of $5,000, seconded by Council Member Layne-Bee.  
Vote: 	Ayes:  		Pooley, Bennett-White, Layne-Bee and Gant.
Nay: 		None
Motion carried.

o. Report on the First Annual Hispanic Heritage day event in Edmonston (October 4 12:00 to 5:00 p.m.).
Town administrator Rod Barnes informed the Mayor and Council of the work the Hispanic Committee had done for the First Annual Hispanic Heritage Day.

7. Council Dialogue 
a. Council Member Bennett- White inquired about the procedure for 911 calls.
i. Chief Walker informed that if it is for life threatening situations they go directly to the County Police.
b. Council Member Layne-Bee inquired about non-emergency calls.
i. Chief Walker explained that the person should call the non- emergency line; and they will dispatch the call to the town police.  If they do not see a response they should call him directly.  
c. Council Member Pooley informed that she attended the ATHA meeting and was selected as the Bike Coordinator for the Town. 

8. Closed Session to discuss personnel issues of non-elected personnel. 
a. The consideration of amendment to the contract for the Town
 Administrator.
i. Council Member Bennett-White moved at 8:22 p.m. to enter a closed session to discuss personnel matters related to non-elected personnel, the Town Administrator’s annual performance evaluation, seconded by Council Member Layne-Bee.  
Vote: 	Ayes:  		Pooley, Bennett-White, Layne Bee and Gant.
Nay: 		None
Motion carried.

ii. The Council returned to open session at 9:36 p.m.  Council Member Layne-Bee moved to amend the Town Administrators contract with adjustments as presented, seconded by Council Member Pooley.  
Vote: 	Ayes:  		Pooley, Bennett-White, Layne-Bee and Gant.
Nay: 		None
Motion Carried.

9.  Adjournment
a. A motion to adjourn the meeting was made at 9:45 p.m. by Council Member Bennett-White, seconded by Council Member Layne-Bee. 
Vote: 	Ayes:  		Pooley, Bennett-White, Layne-Bee and Gant.
Nay: 		None
Motion carried, Meeting adjourned.

Passed and approved this 14th day of October, 2015 by the Edmonston Town Council as the official minutes for the regular Town Council meeting conducted on September 16, 2015.

[bookmark: _GoBack]							Tracy R. Gant, Mayor

Michelle Rodriguez, Town Clerk 
5

