Town of Edmonston
 Town Council Regular Session Minutes
Wednesday, March 9, 2016, 7:00 P.M. 

1. Call to Order: 
The meeting was called to order by Mayor Gant @ 7:00 pm. In attendance: Council Members: Johnson, Pooley, Bennett-White, Layne-Bee,  Police Chief Stephen Walker, Town Attorney Suellen Ferguson and Town Administrator Rod Barnes.  

The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Mayor Gant.

a. The approval of the agenda was presented for consideration.  Council Member Johnson moved, seconded by Council Member Pooley to approve the agenda with item 5e (The consideration of changes to the Town of Edmonston Municipal Code establishing the chain of command for the Police Department) removed from the agenda.  
Vote: 	Ayes:  Johnson, Pooley, Bennett-White, Layne-Bee, Gant
		Nay:	None 
		Motion carried.
2.  Presentations:

There were no presentations.   Mayor Gant welcomed new resident, Ms. Lopez and her family to Edmonston.  They are now residing at 4803 Gallatin.	

3. Unfinished Business:
a.  The consideration of the award of bid to Bates Trucking for a 3 year residential trash hauling contract was presented. 
i. Council Member Pooley moved, seconded by Council Member Johnson to approve the bid of Bates Trucking for the 3 year residential trash hauling.    
   Vote: 	Ayes:  Johnson, Pooley, Bennett-White, Layne-Bee and Gant.
Nay:  None
Motion carried.
4.  New Business:
a. The Town Council minutes from the regular meeting on February 10, 2016 were presented for consideration.  The Town Administrator indicated he modified the attendance list to indicate Mayor Gant and Council Member Layne-Bee arrived late.
i. Council Member Pooley moved, seconded by Council Member Bennett-White to approve the minutes of the Town Council regular meeting on February 10, 2016 as corrected.
Vote: 	Ayes:  Johnson, Pooley, Bennett-White, Layne-Bee and Gant.
Nay:  	None
Motion carried.

b.   The consideration of acceptance of the February check register was presented. 
i. Council Member Layne-Bee moved to accept the February check register, seconded by Council Member Johnson.  
Vote: 	Ayes:  	Johnson, Pooley, Bennett-White, Layne-Bee and Gant.
Nay: 	None
Motion carried. 


c. The consideration of supporting Senate Bill 57, Community Cleanup and Greening Act of 2016, introduced by Senator Ramirez was presented.
i. Council Member Pooley moved, seconded by Council Member Layne-Bee to send a letter of support to Senator Ramirez for encouraging the passage of Senate Bill 57.
Vote:   Ayes:  Johnson, Pooley, Bennett-White, Layne-Bee and Gant
		Nay:    None
		Motion carried.

d. The consideration of approval of the annual Mosquito Control program with the State of Maryland and Prince George’s County was presented.  The annual cost of the program is $1,000.     
i. [bookmark: _GoBack]Council Member Bennett-White moved, seconded by Council Member Layne-Bee to approve the annual Mosquito Control program as presented.
   Vote: 	Ayes:  Johnson, Pooley, Bennett-White, Layne-Bee and Gant.
Nay:  None
Motion carried.

e.  Item e (The consideration of changes to the Town of Edmonston Municipal Code establishing the chain of command for the Police Chief) was removed from the agenda to be presented at a future meeting.

f. The consideration of support to the Port Towns Farmer’s Market in the amount of $1,000 was presented.
i.  Council Member Johnson moved, seconded by Council Member Pooley to approve a contribution of $1,000 to the Port Towns Farmer’s Market.
Vote:  	Ayes:  Johnson, Pooley, Bennett-White, Layne-Bee and Gant
           		Nay:    None.
           		Motion carried.

g.  The consideration of a request by Lisa Williford, 5109 Emerson to install a street light at 5109 Emerson was presented.    The cost to install the light was estimated at $915.  The annual cost for the light was estimated at $124.
i. Council Member Pooley moved, seconded by Council Member Johnson to re-examine the requirement after the two vacant lots are developed adjacent to the 5109 Emerson address.
Vote:  	Ayes:  Johnson, Pooley, Bennett-White, Layne-Bee and Gant
           		Nay:    None.
           		Motion carried.

h. The consideration of a request by residents on Crittenden Street to install a speed bump in the 5100 block of the Street was presented.   
i. Council Member Johnson moved, seconded by Council Member Pooley to approve the installation of a speed bump at the cost of $1,000 in the 5100 Block of Crittenden Street.
Vote:  	Ayes:  Johnson, Pooley, Bennett-White, Layne-Bee and Gant
           		Nay:    None.
           		Motion carried.

i. The consideration of a request to set a public hearing to hear input on designating 51st Street as a one way from Decatur to Buchanan with local access to businesses on Buchanan allowed was presented.
i. Council Member Layne-Bee moved, seconded by Council Member Bennett-White to conduct a public hearing at a future Council meeting.
Vote:  	Ayes:  Johnson, Pooley, Bennett-White, Layne-Bee and Gant
           		Nay:    None.
           		Motion carried.

j. The consideration of an agreement with Amusements by Pony Express for Edmonston Day in the amount of $4,526 was presented.
i. Council Member Pooley moved, seconded by Council Member Johnson to approve the agreement subject to contract language being inserted by the Town Attorney.
Vote:  	Ayes:  Johnson, Pooley, Bennett-White, Layne-Bee and Gant
           		Nay:    None.
           		Motion carried.

k.  The consideration of the location for the 2 Big Bell waste receptacles was presented.
i. Council Member Pooley moved, seconded by Council Member Layne-Bee to approve two locations on Decatur Street.  One of the locations near the bench at the Sunoco Station and the second one at Taylor and Decatur.  
Vote:  	Ayes:  Johnson, Pooley, Bennett-White, Layne-Bee and Gant
           		Nay:    None.
           		Motion carried.

l. There was a discussion about modifying the charter to allow Council Members to be elected at large.  After a brief discussion, the Mayor suggested that the item be discussed further at a future meeting.

m.  The Town Administrator requested that the Council establish the FY16-17 budget schedule.   Work sessions will be held April 5th, 12th and the 19th.   The sessions will begin at 7:00 p.m. at the Town Hall.


5.  Council Dialogue:
a. Council Member Pooley asked if the Town had returned the signed MOU for the Bike Advisory Board.   Mr. Barnes indicated the MOU has been returned.
b. Commissioner Johnson indicated that he was surprised how clean the Town is since our last cleanup.  Problem areas are Emerson behind Elizabeth’s Landing and the sidewalk on Kenilworth.  He noticed that the creeks are full of plastic bags and for Earth Day we need to concentrate on the area near Anacostia River Park.
c. Council Member Layne-Bee reminded the staff about a low line hanging over 47th Avenue.   Mr. Barnes indicated it was a cable wire and that a repair order had been issued for it.
d. Council Member Bennett-White indicated she sent a text about the cost of cleaning the Recreation Center and the Town Hall.  She questioned the cost and the need for paying to clean Town Hall versus using the Public Works staff to complete this task.   Mayor Gant indicated it is important to sanitize the building with the 24 hour use that occurs in the building.  The consensus was that Public Works can maintain the Recreation Center.   

Council Member Bennett-White also asked about what the Town’s policy was for paying for and choosing hotel rooms at the annual MML conference.  Mayor Gant explained the past practice of the Town.  The Town does not pay for family members, only the Council person and pays the reasonable amount based on the list of hotels provided by MML at registration.  
e. Mayor Gant reported that the Town received a Chesapeake Bay Trust grant to hire an environmental intern for a 2 year period.
f. Mayor Gant read a letter from Town resident and former Town Council Member Jim McCann and acknowledged his donation of $200 for the Easter Egg Hunt event.
g. The Town Administrator reminded everyone that the street sweepers will be sweeping all Town streets the week of March 14th.


6.  Adjournment:
a. A motion to adjourn the meeting was made at 8:25 p.m. by Council Member Johnson, seconded by Council Member Layne-Bee. 
Vote: Ayes:  	Johnson, Pooley, Bennett-White, Layne-Bee and Gant.
Nay: 	None
Motion carried, meeting adjourned.


Passed and approved this 13th day of April, 2016 by the Edmonston Town Council as the official minutes for the regular Town Council meeting conducted on March 9, 2016.


							Tracy R. Gant, Mayor

Rod Barnes, Town Administrator 


