Town of Edmonston
 Town Council Regular Session Agenda 
Tuesday, February 10, 2015, 7:00 P.M. 

1. Call to Order: The meeting was called to order by Mayor Gant @ 7:05 pm. In attendance: Council Members: Pooley, Johnson,  Bennett-White, Layne- Bee, Town Attorney Sue Ford, Town Administrator Barnes, Police Chief Walker and Town Clerk Rodriguez
a. Pledge of Allegiance was led by Mayor Gant
b. Approval of Agenda: All in favor to approve agenda: Vote 4-0, Mayor in favor. 

2. Consent Agenda:
a. The consideration of the Town Council minutes from the regular meeting on October 14, 2014.
i. Council Member Bennett-White mentioned that she had some corrections/ modifications for the minutes.  The Town administrator noted the changes and will incorporate them in the approved version.  Council Member Pooley had submitted some clerical corrections also.
a. The changes consisted of corrections to section 3a, paragraph one, section 7di, clarifying about recruiting a program manager if awarded a grant and corrections to section 8iv concerning the resident that Ms. Bennett-White had referenced.   
ii. A motion to approve the minutes with the corrections and a new set of minutes emailed to the Council Members was made by Council Member Pooley and seconded by Council Member Johnson, Vote 4-0, Mayor Gant in favor.  

b. Receipt of the January check register and revenue/expenditure report.
i. A motion was made by Council Member Pooley and seconded by Council Member Johnson, Vote 4-0, and Mayor Gant in favor.  The reports were received and approved 

3. Public Comments: 
a. No public comments

4. Legislative Actions:
a. The consideration of Resolution 2015-01 approving the settlement agreement with Comcast.
i. Council Member Layne-Bee asked for the Town Administrator to give a brief overview of the need for the resolution, since she wasn’t present during the work session where it had been discussed. 
ii. The Town Administrator explained the resolution.   The key components of the agreement were: 1) Comcast will provide at no cost the activation of up to two (2) high-definition channels for PEG use; 2) The content of programming on any requested HD Peg channel shall be determined by the Town; 3) Comcast must deliver the HD signal to subscribers; 4) The agreement describes that Comcast does not have to provide free HD equipment to customers; 5) Comcast agrees to include the language concerning the PEG capacity and Upstream Transmission; 6) Comcast will continue to provide PEG channels required under the existing franchise agreement; 7) Comcast agrees that one half of the PEG 3% fee collected by the Town can be used for non-capital PEG programming or I-Net related costs; 8)Comcast agrees to line extension in Prince Georges County; 9) The Town will not bring any claims for 24 months on Comcast’s alleged duties to provide Franchisor with a 6-MHz channel.  The Town Attorney, Sue Ford reported comments from Sue Ferguson in support of the approval of the agreement.
iii. A motion was made by Council Member Pooley and seconded by Council Member Bennett- White to approve the settlement agreement.  Vote 4-0, and Mayor Gant in favor.  

5. Unfinished Business: 
a.   There was no unfinished business. 

6. New Business: 
a. The consideration of a grant application in the amount of $50,000 to the Chesapeake Bay Trust for the Edmonston’s Walk with a Purpose Initiative.  
i. Town Administrator Barnes explains the Walk with a Purpose grant application.  
a. The grant will provide for guided tours along the tributary trail 3 days a week starting in July and ending in September.   The participants would pick up trash along the trail and would learn facts about the Anacostia and Chesapeake Bay
ii. Council Member Bennett- White inquired about what is the cost to the Town for the additional personnel.  Mr. Barnes explained that the town will not occur any additional cost.  
iii. Council Member Layne-Bee inquired about the $3,700 cost to the town.  Mr. Barnes explained that amount is an in-kind match. It is the amount that would be paid for his services as grant manager and for the use of the Recreation Center. 
iv. A motion was made by Council Member Layne-Bee and seconded by Council Member Pooley to approve the submittal of the grant application for Edmonston’s Walk with a Purpose. Vote 4-0, and Mayor Gant in favor.  

b. The consideration of a grant application in the amount of $50,000 to the Chesapeake Bay Trust for the Calles Verde, Greener Future in Edmonston project. 
a. The grant would provide funds to design a green street for Crittenden from Kenilworth to the levy.   The grant would provide funds to hold community forums to seek input on the plan and to provide information on green job opportunities in the area.
ii. Council Member Layne-Bee inquired if the focus is to enlighten the community about green jobs available? She also asked if there would be networking opportunities available at the seminars.  Mr. Barnes confirmed that the focus would be green jobs and networking would be available. The event will be similar to the Green Jobs workshop that was completed by Ms. Lisa Lincoln. 
iii. A motion was made by Council Member Layne-Bee and seconded by Council Member Pooley to approve the submittal of the Calles Verde, Greener Future in Edmonston project. Vote 4-0, and Mayor Gant in favor.  

c. The consideration of a $50,000 grant application in partnership with the Port Town communities to the Chesapeake Bay Trust for a Technical Capacity grant to develop guidelines for development of a Green Street. 
a. The grant will allow for the contacting of a Low Impact Development as our Technical Capacity grant to establish the guidelines on how to develop a green street.   Meetings are occurring with various Prince Georges County offices to help ensure there is no duplication of information.
ii. Council Member Bennett-White inquired if we are required to hire Low Impact Development or can we use another provider? Mr. Barnes explained that the grant specifies that it must be an approved provider from the NFWF list of providers. 
iii. Mr. Barnes indicated the staff was still working with various organizations and fine tuning the application.  He will return in the future with a request to approve a grant submittal.  
7. Reports
a. Council Report:
i. Council Member Layne-Bee: 
a. Ms. Layne-Bee informed that a new couple has moved into the property located at 4910 Taylor Rd. 
a. She also reported that she received a call from Ms. Bryant informing her that the property that belonged to her late mother was sold.   Ms. Bryant reported that the new owners were doing renovation work on the property, and a big roll off dumpster is on the property. Ms. Bryant and Council Member Layne-Bee wanted to know if a building permit is needed. Council Member Layne-Bee mentioned that she had talked to Rocio, about the permit but her answer was unclear and confusing. 
b. Chief Walker responded that no permit is needed if work is just drywall, but if electrical work is being done they will need a permit. In addition the Chief mentioned that when the homeowner uses a contractor a permit is needed.   He also informed the Council that he will ask the Code Enforcement Officer to inspect the property, as a precaution. 
c. Council Member Layne-Bee inquired if Rocio’s telephone number is on the newsletter. The Chief responded that it is not listed because it is her own personal number. Council Member Layne-Bee mentioned that since it was a code related issue she thought that she should deal directly with the Code Enforcement Officer.   Any Calls to Code Enforcement should go to the office or to Chief Walker.
d. Town Administrator Barnes informed the Council that the protocol is that all calls should go through the supervisor and not directly to the employee.   Residents can call the office, but not the employee’s personal cell phone.  Matters relating to Public works or the office go to the Town Administrator; all matters relating to police and code enforcement go to Chief Walker. 
b. The council member inquired on the status of the house located at 4706 Decatur. Chief Walker indicated that Code Enforcement had done an inspection. 
c. Ms. Layne- Bee mentioned the condition of the house on the intersection of 49th and Decatur St. (4804 Decatur Street). She mentioned that the house is in need of attention.  The Chief indicated he will try to establish contact with the property owner. 

ii. Council Member Bennett-White:
a. Council Member Bennett-White mentioned that she has noticed a pile of debris and drywall on the property. She inquired how the Code Enforcement Officer would know an inspection is needed on the property. Chief Walker clarified that Mrs. Treminio is still in the process of learning many things about code, and he will have her do an inspection. Ms. Bennett-White inquired, if is there was a handbook for the Code Enforcement Officer, that indicates what permits are required with construction done on a residence?  Chief Walker said that the City Code specifies the requirements.
b.   Inquired if the minutes to the Council meetings are public
     documents?
c.  Town Administrator Barnes replied that yes they were and
                                                 most of the minutes are available on the Town Website. 
d.  She inquired about the consistency and location of the various parking signs through the town.  Chief Walker indicated that he is doing a survey of all signs in town, once completed corrective actions will be taken,

iii. Council Member Johnson:
a.  Mr. Johnson mentioned that he has noticed several areas along Kenilworth Ave with lots of trash and several wood pallets at Neil’s Auto parts. Chief Walker informed the Council that the business is located in the unincorporated sector of the County, but he indicated he would ask the Code Enforcement Officer to reach out to them so that the company can address the issue. 
b. Mayor Gant indicated that the area adjacent from the travel agency on the hill is also in bad condition. She suggested that since it is not our jurisdiction we might be able to reach out to Adam Ortiz (former mayor) and maybe he could assist.
c.  In addition, Mr. Johnson reported that the goal posts are missing from the soccer field in the park. Council Member Bennett-White inquired to whom the town reports those issues. Mr. Barnes informed her that we contact the Parks and Planning Office (MNCPPC). 

iv. Council Member Pooley:
a. She requested for the newsletter to be sent to her before being sent to the printer for proofing purposes. 

b. Police Report:
a. Chief Walker distributed the police reports.
b. Chief Walker reported that the temporary canvas carport at All Tunes Lube had been removed and the business indicated it would not return.  Council Member Layne-Bee asked how the Chief was able to correct this problem.   Chief Walker personally talked to the owner and the owner voluntarily removed the carport.
c. He informed the Council that there are four possible candidates for the police cadet position.  He asked the council if they were aware of anyone who might be interested in becoming a police officer to have them contact him. 
d. Council Member Pooley suggested that we could announce the position in the newsletter.
e.  Chief Walker informed the Council that he has been working on the MEA grant for the Hybrid vehicle.  He has checked various models, but is inclined towards the Nissan Leaf. He still needs more information but will keep the council updated. 
f. Chief Walker will be purchasing 2 body cameras for officers to use while on duty.  He is working on pursing funding by means of grants to purchase additional cameras. 

c. Town Administrator Report:
a. Mr. Barnes discussed the budget workshop schedule. He emphasized that all council members be present to fully understand the budget process. Dates can be rescheduled, if necessary. 
b. For the 47th District Annapolis Night, The Town of Colmar Manor will be using their van.  Please let the staff know if anyone is attending. 
c. Council Member Bennett- White asked about the landscaping contractor having payments in the winter. Mr. Barnes informed her that it is an annual contract with monthly payment amounts.   Do we know what the total amount of the contract is?   The Mayor indicated that Michelle could provide that information.

d.  Mayor’s Report:
a. Mayor Gant reminded everyone of the Port Towns Quarterly Meeting on February 12, in the Town of Bladensburg, and of the Port Towns CDC Annual Meeting on February 24 in the Town of Colmar Manor.  Both meetings are at 6:30pm.
b. Mayor Gant reported on her attendance at the annual Mayor’s conference, she was able to attend a legislation session of the senate. It was interesting to see how the committees worked on presenting items. In addition, she was able to meet the Honorable Governor Larry Hogan and his wife.  The governor is motivated in working with municipalities. 
c.  Mayor Gant reported that she will be giving a tour of Decatur Street to a group attending the Social Innovation Summit that is being held in Washington DC on the 26th of February. 
8. Adjournment:
a. A motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:20pm was made by Council Member Pooley, seconded by Council Member Layne-Bee. Vote:  4-0, Mayor Gant in favor.  Motion approved.
b. Meeting adjourned.

Passed and approved this 3rd day of March, 2015 by the Edmonston Town Council as the official minutes for the regular Town Council meeting conducted on February 10, 2015.


						            Tracy Gant__________________________
							Tracy Gant, Mayor

[bookmark: _GoBack]Michelle Rodriguez______________________________________ 
Michelle Rodriguez, Town Clerk
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