Town of Edmonston
 Town Council Regular Session Minutes
Wednesday, January 20, 2016, 7:00 P.M. 

1. Call to Order: 
The meeting was called to order by Mayor Gant @ 7:00 pm. In attendance: Council Members: Johnson, Pooley, Bennett-White, Layne-Bee, Police Chief Stephen Walker, Town Attorney Suellen Ferguson and Police Clerk Camille Lockley  
a. The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Mayor Gant.

b. The approval of the agenda was presented for consideration.  Mayor Gant stated that item e: the introduction of ordinance 2015-OR-03 allowing fruit trees to be planted in street right-of-ways would be removed from the agenda and a special meeting would be held on February 2nd to take action on the ordinance.    Council Member Pooley moved to approve the agenda as amended.  
Vote: 	Ayes:  Johnson, Pooley, Bennett-White, Layne-Bee and Gant. 
	Nay:	None 
	Motion carried.
2.  Presentations:
a. Mayor Gant presented the 2nd place award ($50.00 gift card) for the Christmas Yard Decorating contest to the Crook Family, 4709 Decatur Street.   Other winners were 1st Place – Porfirio Merino Rosales, 5106 Kenilworth Ave. #9 and another 2nd place finisher,  Boone Ricketts, 4909 52nd Avenue.

b. Robert Diss, Lindsey & Associates presented the FY14-15 annual audit.

i. Council Member Pooley moved, seconded by Council Member Johnson to authorize the transfer of $100,000 from the general fund operating account to the reserve investment account.   
                                    Vote:  	Ayes:  Johnson, Pooley, Bennett-White, Layne-Bee and Gant
	Nay:  None
	Motion carried.
3. Unfinished Business:
a. The consideration of an amendment to Police Chief Stephen Walker’s employment contract.  
i. Council Member Pooley moved, seconded by Council Member Johnson to approve the amendment to Police Chief Stephen Walker’s employment contract.  
   Vote: 	Ayes:  Johnson, Pooley, Bennett-White, Layne-Bee and Gant.
Nay:  None
Motion carried.
4.  New Business:
a. The consideration of Town Council minutes from the regular meeting on November 12, 2015. 
i. Council Member Layne-Bee moved, seconded by Council Member Bennett-White to approve the minutes of the Town Council regular meeting on November 12, 2015.
Vote: 	Ayes:  Johnson, Pooley, Bennett-White, Layne-Bee and Gant.
Nay:  	None
Motion carried.

b.   The consideration of acceptance of the November and December check registers. 
i. Council Member Bennett-White moved to accept the November and December check registers, seconded by Council Member Johnson.  
Vote: 	Ayes:  	Johnson, Pooley, Bennett-White, Layne-Bee and Gant.
Nay: 	None
Motion carried. 

c. The Police and Code Enforcement Report for November and December were emailed to the Mayor and Council by Chief Walker. 

d. The consideration of a revised rental policy for the use of the Edmonston Recreation Center.   The Mayor and Council discussed the proposed agreement with the Town Attorney and suggested a number of modifications and changes.   A revised agreement will be presented at the February Town Council meeting.  No action taken.

e. The consideration of a sponsorship for the End Time harvest Ministries 20th Anniversary celebration in the amount of $1,000 (Wellness Ambassadors Level) and the contribution of one $500 scholarship for Gerardo Rojas, Bladensburg High School senior from Edmonston.  

i. Council Member Bennett-White moved, seconded by Council Member Johnson to approve the sponsorship for $1,000 for the End Time Harvest Ministries 20th Anniversary celebration and one $500 scholarship for Gerardo Rojas of Edmonston.
Vote:   Ayes:  Johnson, Pooley, Bennett-White, Layne-Bee and Gant
		Nay:    None
		Motion carried.

f. The consideration of a payment agreement with Sonco Worldwide Inc. for business personal property taxes from FY14-15 and FY15-16.   
i. Council Member Layne-Bee moved, seconded by Bennett-White to approve the payment plan with Sonco Worldwide for business personal property taxes from FY14-15 and FY15-16 as presented.
   Vote: 	Ayes:  Johnson, Pooley, Bennett-White, Layne-Bee and Gant.
Nay:  None
Motion carried.

g. The consideration of a Memorandum of Understanding with the Inter-Municipal Bikeways Working Group.   
i.  Council Member Pooley moved, seconded by Council Member Johnson to approve the Memorandum of Understanding with the Inter-Municipal Bikeways Working Group.  
Vote:  	Ayes:  Johnson, Pooley, Bennett-White, Layne-Bee and Gant.
Nay:   None
	Motion carried.

h.  The Town of Bladensburg requested a letter of support from the Port Towns for the development of the Beyond Restaurant in Bladensburg.  The letter will be presented at a hearing on January 25, 2016.
Vote:  	Ayes:  Johnson, Pooley, Bennett-White, Layne-Bee and Gant
           		Nay:    None.
           		Motion carried.

	Council Member Layne-Bee left the meeting at 8:05 p.m.  

i. The consideration of grant applications to the Chesapeake Bay Trust in the amount of $75,000 for a Green Street, Green Jobs grant and to the Maryland Department of Natural Resources for $100,000 for stormwater improvements for Crittenden Street improvements were presented.
i. Council Member Bennett-White moved, seconded by Council Member Pooley to approve the grant application to Chesapeake Bay Trust in the amount of $75,000 for stormwater improvements for Crittenden Street.
                                    Vote: 	 Ayes:   Johnson, Pooley, Bennett-White, and Gant
		 Nay:     None.
		 Motion carried.
ii. Council Member Pooley moved, seconded by Council Member Bennett-White to approve the grant application to the Maryland Department of Natural Resources for $100,000 for stormwater improvements for Crittenden Street.
	Vote:  	Ayes:   Johnson, Pooley, Bennett-White, and Gant
		Nay:    None.
		Motion carried.

j. The consideration of applying for the 4th round of the Maryland Energy Department grant program was presented.  The project would be for the consideration of installing insulation in the attic of Town Hall.  
i. Council Member Pooley, seconded by Council Member Bennett-White to approve the grant application to the Maryland Energy Department for the 4th round of energy grants.
Vote:  	Ayes:  Johnson, Pooley, Bennett-White, and Gant
	Nay:  None
	Motion carried. 

k. The consideration of applying to the Walmart Foundation for a grant in the amount of a store credit of $2,500 for the community garden and to Project Orange FISKAR in the amount of $2,500 value of tools donated by them for the community garden was presented. 
i.  Council Member Bennett-White moved, seconded by Council Member Pooley to approve the submittal of the two grants to Walmart Foundation and the Project Orange FISKAR as outlined.
Vote: 	Ayes:  Johnson, Pooley, Bennett-White, and Gant
	Nay:  None
	Motion carried.

l.  The consideration of approval to submit a letter of intent to the Anacostia Trails Historic Association for the expansion of access to the Anacostia Tributary Trail for walkers and bikers in the amount of $5,000 was presented.
i. Council Member Pooley, seconded by Council Member Johnson to approve the submittal of a letter of intent to the Anacostia Trails Historic Association for the expansion of access to the Anacostia Tributary Trail in the amount of $5,000.
Vote:	Ayes:  Johnson, Pooley, Bennett-White, and Gant
	Nay:  None
	Motion carried.

m.  Kim Knox, Coordinator for the Port Towns Community Health Partnership reported that the PTCHP was approved for the 2nd round of the Robert Woods Johnson grant in an amount of $25,000.
i.  Council Member Pooley moved, seconded by Council Member Bennett-White moved to support the PTCHP’s continued involvement in the Robert Woods Johnson grant process.
Vote:  	Ayes:  Johnson, Pooley, Bennett-White, and Gant
	Nay:  None
	Motion carried.

n.  The consideration of acceptance of a grant from the Chesapeake Bay Trust in the amount of $2,075 for the development of a bilingual activity booklet that will educate the Town of Edmonston’s residents about the impacts of stormwater runoff and the connection between their communities and natural resources was presented.
i. Council Member Johnson moved, seconded by Council Member Pooley to accept the grant from the Chesapeake Bay Trust in the amount of $2,075.
Vote:	Ayes:  Johnson, Pooley, Bennett-White, and Gant
	Nay:  None
	Motion carried.

5. Council Dialogue:
a.  Council Member Johnson indicated that people are throwing the books of the Little Library at the Recreation Center.  The staff should consider moving the Library and more information should be in the bulletin about the books.
b.  Council Member Bennett-White wanted to discuss having a Vice Mayor appointed.  Mayor Gant indicated that Council Member Pooley fills in for her when necessary.
c. Mayor Gant reminded everyone that the February 2nd Town Council Work Session would have a special session to deal with the fruit tree ordinance.

6.  Adjournment:
a. A motion to adjourn the meeting was made at 8:25 p.m. by Council Member Johnson, seconded by Council Member Pooley. 
Vote: Ayes:  	Johnson, Pooley, Bennett-White, and Gant.
Nay: 	None
Motion carried, meeting adjourned.


Passed and approved this 10th day of February, 2016 by the Edmonston Town Council as the official minutes for the regular Town Council meeting conducted on January 20, 2016.


							Tracy R. Gant, Mayor

[bookmark: _GoBack]Rod Barnes, Town Administrator 


